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Welcome to Fireweed Farm! Our goal is to provide a fun and safe environment for 
our boarders and families, where they can enjoy the company of horses and 
improve their horsemanship skills.  If there is anything you need or have 
questions about, please feel free to ask.  There are no dumb questions.  We 
welcome any feedback you have to offer.

Stable Rules

Not to be the ruiner of fun, it is necessary to establish and be upfront with some 
basic rules that must be adhered to while on Stable property.  Our first rule is to 
have fun and the following rules are for everyone’s safety: 

1. No smoking anywhere on Stable property.  This includes barns & stall areas; tack 
room; bathrooms; arenas; paddocks; pastures or trail system.

2. No running, rough, housing or horseplay while on Stable property.

3. Any physical or verbal altercation with another person will not be tolerated.

4. If you open a gate or door, close them after you pass through.  Failure to close 
gates & doors after you open them, places horses at risk.

5. No firearms kept on your person or in the  tack room storage area while on 
Stable property.  The only exception is during Stable hosted mounted shooting 
events. Please keep them in your vehicle or home.

6. Be respectful of others and other people’s horses. Others may not have the 
riding skills or experience that you may have. Please consider that when riding in 
a group.

7. Do not feed or give snacks to horses other than your own without the owner’s 
permission.  Some horses may be on medications or have metabolic issues that 
are not apparent. Snacks may cause them health problems.

8. A helmet is required to be always worn by all people under 18 years old while 
riding or performing groundwork anywhere on the property. For people 18 years 
and older, wearing a helmet is recommended for your safety.



9. Hard-soled shoes with heels and preferably boots is highly recommended while 
riding or around horses. If you choose to wear sneakers, crocs, flip-flops etc. that 
is solely your choice.

10.No Pets allowed.  Please leave them home.

11. Please clean-up after your horse. There are muck buckets and scoops located 
throughout the facility. Let the staff know if a bucket is full and needs emptying.

12.SEE RULE #4…….Did you close the gate?

**The following are recommendations to supplement the Stable Safety Rules.  
These are only recommendations but we encourage all to consider making 
them a part of your daily routine while around horses. 

Recommended Horse Safety Guidelines

These basic horse-handling guidelines, designed to enhance safety in the saddle 
and at the barn, are important for everyone but especially novices and children.

Approaching a horse

1. Make them aware of your presence. Speak to them before approaching or 
touching them. Some horses may jump and kick when startled.

2. Always approach a horse from the front. If they’re turned away from you, speak 
to them or entice them to come to you. Never approach directly from the rear.

3. Pet a horse by first placing a hand on its shoulder or neck. The touch should be a 
rubbing action. Don’t “dab” at the end of a horse’s nose.

4. If they are tied, get them to look at you. Pay attention to their expression before 
advancing.

 Handling:

1. When around horses, wear boots or hard-soled shoes to protect your feet. Never 
wear saddles, crocks, flip-flops or go barefoot.

2. When tied, use a quick-release knot, or have someone hold them with a lead 
rope. Use cross-ties when possible, but be sure they have panic snaps or are 
secured with a breakable tie.

3. Work close to your horse. If you are near their shoulder, they won’t be able to 
strike with the full force of their feet. Nor will you receive the full force of a kick if 
you stay close to their body when you work about the haunches or pass behind 
them.



4. Know your horse, temperament and reactions. Control your temper at all times 
but be assertive.

5. Always let them know what your intentions are. Avoid surprises. For example, 
when picking up the feet, do not grab the foot hurriedly. This may startle them 
and cause them to kick out. When lifting the foot, touch the shoulder or 
hindquarter, and then run your hand down the leg. When you get to the fetlock 
say “up, give or whatever audible que you use” and squeeze the joint.

6. Work about a horse from a position as near the shoulder as possible.

7. Avoid standing directly behind a horse or directly in front of them. To work with its 
tail, stand off to the side, near the point of the buttock, facing to the rear. Grasp 
the tail and draw it around to you.

8. Be calm, confident, and collected around horses. A nervous handler can make a 
nervous horse.

9. Do not drop grooming tools under foot while grooming. Place them where you will 
not trip on them and the horse will not step on them.

10.Don’t tease your horse. Teasing may cause it to develop dangerous habits for the 
rest of its life. Avoid feeding the horse treats from your hand frequently.

11. Correct a horse only at the instant it misbehaves. If you wait, even for a minute, it 
will not understand why it is being corrected. Correct without anger and control 
your temper. Never strike a horse about its head. This creates head shyness and 
other problems.

12.Leaving a halter on a loose horse is not recommended.  If it is necessary to leave 
a halter on a loose horse, the halter must be a breakaway type. If the halter is too 
loose, the horse may catch a foot in it, especially if trying to scratch their head 
with a hind foot. A loose halter may also catch on fence posts or other pasture 
objects. Some halter materials will shrink if they get wet, so be sure to check the 
fit.

Leading:

1. When leading, walk beside them—not ahead or behind. A position even with the 
horse’s head or halfway between the horse’s head and its shoulder is considered 
the safest.

2. Always turn the horse away from you and walk around it.

3. Use a long lead shank and both hands when leading. If the horse rears up, 
release the hand nearest to the halter so you can stay on the ground. A horse 
should be workable from both sides, even for mounting and dismounting. It is 



customary to lead from the left (near side). The excess portion of the lead should 
be folded, figure-eight style. NEVER wrap the excess lead around your hand, 
wrist or body.  Never drape a lead shank or reins across your shoulders or neck. 
The horse is stronger than you, so don’t try to out-pull him.

4. Avoid wear jewelry around horses. Rings can cut deeply into fingers, and 
bracelets can get caught in reins or lead lines. Dangling earrings are particularly 
dangerous.

5. Be extremely cautious when leading a horse through a narrow opening, such as 
a door. Be certain you have firm control and step through first. Step through 
quickly and get to one side to avoid being crowded.

6. At any time you are dismounted or leading the horse, the stirrup irons on an 
English saddle should be run up or dressed. Be cautious of the stirrups of a 
Western saddle, which can catch on objects.

7. Use good judgment when turning a horse loose. Lead completely through the 
gate or door, and turn the horse around facing the direction from which you just 
entered. Then release the lead shank or remove the halter or bridle. Avoid letting 
a horse bolt away from you when released. Good habits prevent accidents.

8. Avoid use of excessively long lead ropes so as to prevent you from becoming 
entangled. Watch the coils when using lariats or lunge lines.

 Tying:

Know and use the proper knots for tying a horse. Two basic knots every horseman 
should know are:

Quick release knot—should be used whenever you tie a horse with the halter rope. 
This knot allows you to release the horse quickly if the horse gets into trouble.

Bowline knot— should be used when tying a rope around the horse’s neck. The loop 
will not tighten up and the knot will not slip.

1. Tie your horse far enough away from strange horses so they cannot fight or 
pester each other.

2. Tie a safe distance from tree limbs or brush to prevent the horse from becoming 
entangled.

3. Tie your horse with a rope long enough to allow comfortable movement but short 
enough to avoid becoming tangled or getting a foot over the rope.

4. Never tie your horse by the reins as he may pull back and break the reins or 
injure his mouth. Always use a halter.



5. Tie to an object that is strong and secure to avoid the danger of breaking or 
coming loose if the horse pulls back. Never tie below the level of the horse’s 
withers. Tie to a post set in the ground, not to a rail on a fence. If a horse has 
broken loose once, he is more likely to pull back again.

 Riding:

1. When riding, wear boots with proper heels to prevent your feet from slipping 
through the stirrups. Always wear protective headgear, properly fitted and 
fastened.

2. Keep your horse under control and maintain a secure seat at all times. Horses 
are easily frightened by unusual objects and noises.

3. Until you know your horse, confine your riding to an arena or other enclosed 
area. Ride in open spaces or unconfined areas only after you are familiar with 
your horse.

4. When your horse becomes frightened, remain calm, speak to it quietly, steady it, 
and give it time to overcome its fear.

5. Hold your mount to a walk when going up or down a steep hill.

6. Allow a horse to pick his way at a walk when riding on tough ground or in sand, 
mud, ice, or snow where there is danger of your horse slipping or falling.

7. Don’t fool around. Horseplay is dangerous to you and to your friends, as well as 
to others who may be nearby.

8. Try to avoid paved or other hard-surfaced roads. Walk the horse when crossing 
paved roads. If you must ride along the road, ride on the shoulder and follow the 
rules of the road. Get a Driver’s Manual from your Department of Motor Vehicles. 
These rules vary from state to state.

9. Never rush past riders who are proceeding at a slower gait, as it startles both 
horses and riders and frequently causes accidents. Instead, approach slowly, 
indicate a desire to pass, and proceed cautiously on the left side.

10.Ride abreast or stay a full horse’s length from the horse in front to avoid the 
possibility of being kicked. You can tell if the distance is safe by looking through 
your horse’s ears. You should be able to see the hind heels of the horse in front 
of you.

11. Don’t let a horse run to and from the stable. Walk the last distance home.

12. If you use spurs, be sure your legs are steady enough that you don’t touch the 
horse with the spurs by mistake. If you’re not sure, don’t wear them.



13.When your horse is frightened and tries to run, turn him in a circle and tighten the 
circle until he stops.

14.A red ribbon tied into the tail indicates a kicker, so stay back.


